


JK: What's your favorite book?
GW: I think my favorite book
would have to be Gone With
the Wind, but I haven't read a
book in a long time because I
can't read the small print.
JK: Any favorite movies?
GW: Doctor Zhivago.

JK: Did you see Forrest Gump?
GW [Smiles]: No, I didn’t see
that picture. I understand I
was in it, though.

JIK: Well, the filmmakers re-
played the infamous footage
from that historic day in 1963
when you stood in a doorway
and tried to block the admis-
sion of two black students to
the University of Alabama.
At that moment, were you a
leader or a follower?

GW: I had pledged to do that
during my campaign. [ was
standing there to raise the
question of states' rights—to
ask who would set the time-
table for integration: the
University of Alabama Board
of Trustees or the Federal
courts? At Ole Miss, two peo-
ple had been killed and many
more wounded—it was a ter-
rible time. Well, I wanted to
avoid that violence.

The National Guard want-
ed to do the same thing I
wanted to do: arrest the trou-
blemakers if they came onto
campus. We were not going
to stop the students from in-
tegrating, because integra-
tion was the law.

JK: Yet because of that event,
you instantly became a na-
tional symbol of segregation.

GW: The incident gave me
nationwide publicity. But the
people [who were against
me|]—people in states like
Illinois and Pennsylvania and
Massachusetts—weren’t as
close to black people as we
were. The reason other peo-

ple supported me for that
stand was not that I was
against blacks, but because I
believed in law and order.
JK: Do you regret having
been so outspoken on race
during the "60s?

GW: Anyone who was run-
ning on a platform of integra-
tion back then would have
been defeated in Alabama.
I'm quite sure I would have
been defeated if T had sup-
ported it.

JK: Are relations between
blacks and whites better
now than they were thirty
years ago?

GW: 1 think they are in the
South. I don’t know about in
the North [laughs]—you de-
cide about the North. There
aren’t really any issues between
whites and blacks in Alabama
anymore. There are black
sheriffs, black judges, black
legislators in Alabama today.
I've voted for two black men.
JK: Although the views you
expressed in your presiden-
tial campaigns were consid-
ered extremist for their time,
today many of them—on
law and order, say, or the role
of the Federal government—
are at the core of political
discourse. Why?

GW: The things [ was saying
back in 1968 were the things
that people wanted to hear.
And the people stll want to
hear those things today.

JK: So are you the father of

the Republicans’ Contract
With America?

GW: That's what a lot of

people say. A lot of congress-
men have told me I was the
reason for the Contract.

JK: And it doesn't frustrate
or anger you that those same
views were considered extremist
twenty or twenty-five years ago?

GW: It doesn’t make me angry,
but it does make me realize
that the other candidates at the
time didn’t know what the real
issues were, or what the people
thought about the issues.
JK: If you had to handicap
the Republican field for the
'96 election, who would be
your front-runner?

GW: I'd say that Bob Dole is
going to win the nomina-
tion. He'll carry the South,
too. Carry Alabama.

JK: If you were advising
President Clinton on his re-
election strategy, what would
you tell him?

GW: I don't think I'd advise
him on anything.

JK: Why not?

GW: Because I didn't sup-
port Clinton—I voted for
George Bush in 1992.

JK: But suppose Clinton
sought your counsel. What
would you tell him?

GW: If he asked me, I'd tell
him to be real conservative,
not to put gays in the military,
and to stop being for abortion.
JK: What about affirmative
action?

GW: Well, I tried affirmative
action myself as governor,
and it didn’t work very well,
so I'm not much for it. Never
really believed in ir.

JK: What if the President
asked your opinion on a consti-
tutional amendment making it
illegal to burn the American
flag? Would you support that?
GW: Yes, of course. Someone
who burns the American flag
may say it’s free speech, but
it's not free speech. The guy
who burns the American fag
is a traitor to this country.
JK: Let's talk about some oth-
er political figures. What do
you think of David Duke?
GW: I'm not for David Duke

JOHN LEWIS

A member of Congress from
Georgia since 1987, Lewis
was an early leader of the civ-
il rights movement, helping
lead the 1965 march from
Selma to Montgomery during
which he and others

were beaten by Alabama state
troopers

“| felt all along that though
George Wallace never pulled
the trigger, he never threw
the bomb, his words created
the climate for others to
pull the trigger. | don't think
he ever took responsibility for
that. He, more than any
other elected official of his
time, fanned the division
between blacks and whites.

“I like to think he was an
opportunist, really—not a
racist. He played the race card
because he knew that’s what
the majority of the people in
the South wanted to hear.

“Wallace would have you
believe that he was ahead of
his time. He will tell you
things like, ‘It's Washington,
big government, wanting to
get the Federal government
off the back of the state.’
And a lot of the Republicans
in Washington, a lot of the
new members in Congress,
bear real similarities in what
they’'re saying today. But
race is really at the bottom
of a lot of preaching about
states’ rights.

“I'm able to forgive—I|
think most black Americans
are able to forgive. But
you can never forget what
happened.”







at all. A Klansman. No one
should be elected who's a
member of the Klan. It's a bad
organization; it's anti-black
and it shouldn’t be that way.
JK: Can Colin Powell run as
a third-party candidate for
president and win?

GW: It's difficult to run as a
third-party candidate, because
people in the other parties
split their votes, [U's casier in a
two-party system. Colin Pow-
ell is a very fine man, though.
I don’t know him—just from

An angry young man:
Wallace in his boxing days
television. A very fine man.
JK: What about Jesse Jackson?
GW: Jesse Jackson's a good
friend of mine.

JK: Do you think he should
run for president as an inde-
pendent against Clinton?
GW: Well, I got ten million
votes running as an inde-
pendent, so I think he would
get a lot. If he wants to run,
he should.

JK: Do you think we'll see a
black man elected president
in your lifetime?

GW: Well, my lifetime is
very short—I'm seventy-five
years old. So, no, in that ime
I don't think we’ll see a black
president.

JK: Let's go back a bit. What
was your childhood like?
GW: I grew up in the Depres-
sion, had a very tough time

then. Everyone in the South
was poor. My family found a
farm, bought some land. But
then my father died, so my
mother had to work as a sec-
retary in Montgomery.
JK: What kind of kid were
you? What did you do?
GW: | used to nide horses. 1
used to go to the western
shows. Cowboy movies at
the picture show were popu-
lar in those days.
JK: You also used to box. Did
boxing toughen you?
GW: Probably, yeah.
That and poverty.
Roosevelt said that
poverty in the South
was the number-one
problem in the na-
tion. Life was very,
very tough.
JK: Growing up in
the '20s and "30s in
rural Alabama, what
did it mean to be a
southerner?
GW: | remember as a
child
time after that—that
the South was always

and for a long

looked down upon, even
though we had some of the
finest politicians and ideas in
the country. [ was eight years
old before I knew that “damn
Yankee” was two words. The
real reason 1 wanted to get
into politics was so therc
might someday be another
southern president. There
hadn’t been one since the
War between the States.

JK: Was General Robert E.
Lee a hero of yours?

GW: Yes, he was. A fine man.
He served his country. And
when he lost the Battle of Get-
tysburg, he simply said, “It
was all my fault, all my faulc.”
JK: When did you first get
into politics?

GW: T've been in politics
since [ was in high school. |
was a page in the Alabama

legislature as a teenager—I

went to the legislature twice.

My father was a county com-
missioner, and my grandfa-
ther was a probate judge. So
my family was very involved
in politics as long as I can re
member. [ think I always be
lieved T would go into politics.
I was elected tour times in
Alabama. And my wife was
elected, too. The best progress
we ever had in Alabama was
when [ was governor.
JK: Tell me about your wile's
term. Who was the real gov-
ernor at that time—you or
Lurleen?
GW [Smiles]: My wife was a
real leader. She was the first
woman governor from the
Deep South, and among her
other accomplishments, she
built some of the finest parks
in Alabama. Lurleen made a
good governor, and [ was her
chief adviser.
JK: But who was the real boss?
GW: Lurleen made the big
decisions, but [ advised her,
just like other governors have
advisers. We were very close,
very close. You know, she beat
nine men to win that primary.
JK: Why do you suppose she
was so popular?
GW: Well, | guess they also
wanted me to be back in the
government, because I had
been a good governor, too.
ut they also wanted her to
be governor. She was very
admired in Alabama.
JK: Do you miss public life?
GW: No, I'm too old to be in
public life anymore. I had
my share there long enough,
[ got to be an ugly old man.
JK: You don't look like an
ugly old man.
GW [Laughs]: Well, maybe
seventy-five isn’t so old.
JK: So itisn’t hard, not being
in politics anymore?
GW: No. [ wouldn’t be in
government, even if you gave
it to me. I'm too old. Too old.
JK: Do you ever get lonely?
GW: Yeah, 1 get lonely.

I miss everyone.

JESSE JACKSON
Founder and president of the
Rainbow Coalition
“Since that day in Laurel,
George Wallace has: (1) publicly
confessed his past sins; (2)
asked for forgiveness and (3)
changed his behavior and
actions. Those three ingredients
constitute the basis of forgive-
ness by both God and his
fellow human beings, both black
and white. So George Wallace
is also a symbol for those
Americans trapped in a racist
society who want to change
their and the society’s ways.
“When | was contemplating
running for president in
1983, | visited and had prayer
with Wallace. He gave me a bit
of political advice. He said,
‘Jesse, if you run, don't talk so
high that the people can't
understand you. Keep your
message down where the goats
can get it.’ | thought it was
brilliant.”

GEORGE McGOVERN
Defeated Wallace for the
Democratic Party presidential
nomination in 1972

“George Wallace was one of
the toughest competitors I'd
had in 1972. So after | was nom-
inated, | went to Wallace

and asked for his endorsement
in the general election against
Nixon. His answer was,
‘George, that's going to causea
credibility problem for both

of us. My people will find it hard
to believe I'm serious about
supporting George McGovem,
and your people may be
offended to know that Wallace
and McGovern are allied.

An endorsement by me will hurt
us both.’ So on that basis,

| thanked him, and left well
enough alone.”




STROM THURMOND
Republican senator from
South Carolina since 1954

“Whether a person agreed

vith George Wallace or not, |
think we have to recognize
that he was sure of his convic-
tions as he saw it. What he
was advocating was what the
South had stood for for many
years. But times change,

and Wallace eventually changed
with them, and should be
commended for it. Wallace is
typical of the problem of
being a southem leader: When
the laws and customs of

a period change, you yourself
have to change, or be left
behind. Wallace had to walk
that line.”

NICHOLAS KATZENBACH

As deputy attorney general
Katzenbach met Wallace at the
doorway of the University

of Alabama, presenting him
with the executive order man-
dating integration

“Wallace’s stand in the school-
house door was not neces-
sarily for any constitutional or
legal reason. But Governor
Wallace had campaigned
on this ‘stand,’ and both he and
his followers would have
been immensely frustrated if
he had been denied his mo-
ment on national TV. Attorney
General Kennedy was
fearful that frustration could
easily turn to violence, and
for that reason we allowed the
governor his TV show.

“About a year after Wallace’s
stand in the schoolhouse
door, the governors were meet-
ing in Washington, and Wallace
was there, of course. | went
up to Wallace and said ‘Gov-
emor, | don't think we've
been introduced.’ He smiled.”

JK: Lurleen?

GW: Of course I do. OF

course [ miss my wife,

JK: If you were to run today,
would you be a Republican or
a Democrar?

GWZ \\(“ ['Ill not surc.
There's a difference berween
Alabama Democrats and na-
tional Democrats. Alabama
Democrats are pretty conserva-
tive and natonal Democrats
are pretty liberal. So the peo-
ple of Alabama probably think
more like Republicans than na-
tonal Democrats today.

JK: Why is the right o
bear arms so important to
southerners?

GW: The Constitution guar-
antees the right to bear arms.
Doesn't mean you can form a
militia, but it does mean you
Can OWI your own gui.

JK: How do you feel about re
strictions on those riglll\:

GW: Gun laws don't work.
JK: Shouldn’t we at least out-
law assault weapons?®

GW: Yes. I don't think we
should have a lot of them.
JK: Let's move to 1972 and
what happened at Laurel,
Maryland.

GW: The trauma, The trauma
[ went through in Maryland
Shot five times. | remember
the moment I got shot. It
sounded like firecrackers. I re-
member the feeling of falling
to the ground. I thought, So
this 1s it. I was down on the
ground. I tried to move my leg,
but there 1 was, paralyzed. |
didn’t know then that it was
that bad. I remember being
put in the ambulance and go-
ing down the highway to the
hospital.

JK: Did you think vou were
going to make it?

GW: [ didn't know. But once |
got o the Im\pl(\ll, [ telt Very
confident, because the }\U)pl\'
there were very good doctors,
very good nurses. Then the
Catholic nuns came to see me,
and they made me feel thae I

wals going to live.

JK: Ultimately, were you angry?
GW: [ was not angry, no. | was
just sorry about being shot. He
shot the gun, and I was a bro-
ken candidate. But [ forgave
Arthur Bremer a long time
ago. | never hated him atall. In
let God
touch him, forgive his sins.
JK: If you could talk o
Bremer today...

GW: I'd tell him [ have no an

imosity atall. I'm a Christian, [

fact, | prayed for him

love everybody. 1 believe that
God 1s love. God is love

JK: If you hadn’t been shot,
could you have won the
election in 19727

GW: Yes, [ could haye. George
McGovern was the poorest
(.H]llld.l[\, we ever had.

JK: Do vou regrer that vou
were never president?

GW: It's a tough

president, but it’s a shame |

job to b

never got my chance.
I'll ell you one thing
We wouldn't be four
trillion dollars in
debt today if I'd been
president.

JK: What do you
think the Democrats
need to do to capture
the South 1n 19967
GW: Be
servative. Stop talk -
ing about cutting tax- g 'l
es so much. And stop =

more¢ cori-

running up the national debt.
JK: Looking over your career,
what were you right about, and
what were you wrong about?

GW: I was right about some of
the issues [ talked about. But |
was wrong about civil rights

JK: What was vour greatest
political skill?

GW: Well, I've

been told, that I was the best

heard, and

speaker who ever ran for presi-
dent. There was a program on
CNN recently that even said
that [ was the best ‘w}m.lku'.

JK: If you could talk to any-
one from the tme you wert

governor—Iliving or dead

who would 1t ber

GW: Billy Graham. Because
['m a born-agun Chnstan. I
would be comlorting to me to
speak with him

JK: It vou could liy

over agam, what

do differently -
GW: A lot |

H)An“ is | wih! l

wouldn'i
sinned as
sinned so much, so many
tumes. But today, religion play
a large role in my Life. I don't
itend church because ol being
x,ll‘=|~|m|,ln|1 | Pray every I‘IJIM
and [ pray during the day.

JK: When did
])nn:'?! €L~‘.!|l;

GW: When [ was shot. It wa

then that |

vou becom

aw how fragile life
vas and how short 1t mught be
so 1 realized vou'd better b
prepared o die at any time
JK: Are vou Jare }‘Ii\\!lu.h\ r
GW: I'm not afrad of death

Ill-.L I l'.\»_ll to b = |"l.'ll\‘ [.Ill

Nixon and Wallace
confer during the President's
1973 visit to Alabama
going to heaven when | do
[ll be torgiven my sins

JK: What are your sins?

GW: | tell my sins to God, not
o In‘n]?l( |I|‘.'. You.

JK: And vou know God will
forgive your sins?
GW: Of course. [t says s

Bible: God wall forg

yln’l'n
¢ you for
your sins

JK: And you have taith m that?
GW: Absolutely. God hears
\UH)L’lH)‘.\. SOITICW Il\ rc. .\U. no,
I'm not afraid of death. I'm a

saved man. G




